
Susan Butler Lewis
February 23, 1940 - June 10, 2019

With the recent and unexpected passing of Susan Butler Lewis, all who know
her agree that the world has lost a bright light and one of those rare people
who made an indelible positive impact on the lives of everyone she knew,
whether they were family, friends, or students. 

 Susan Butler Lewis was born to Dr. Edwin M. Butler and Redolia Davis Butler
in Centrevile, MS. Growing up in Natchez, she was a member of the First
United Methodist Church and was active in dance, Little Theater, horseback
riding, and bayou vine swinging. While at Natchez High School, she was
voted as a Class Favorite and Most Popular, was a member of the drill team,
served on the Royal Court of the Pilgrimage Garden Club and Pageant and
was a runner up in the first Miss Natchez Pageant. Continuing her education
following high school, Susan attended the Mississippi State College for
Women (“The W”), majoring in Philosophy. She was chosen as Vice President
of her class, Secretary of the student body and dorm president. Susan was
inducted into the Lantern Society , Kappa Mu Epsilon Math Club, and the
Hottentots – a group of 35 outstanding women from the college, the Theater
Guild, Palette and Brush and social organizations, the Rosettes and the
Rogues. Susan continued her education at the University of Mississippi at
Oxford, where she was selected for Mortar Board and Phi Sigma Tau
honorary society, served as a member of the Philosophy Society, and pledged
the Alpha Mu chapter of Kappa Delta sorority. She also played the guitar and
sang in coffee houses. Susan was awarded a Bachelor of Arts Degree in both



English and Philosophy. 
 Susan married Dr. James Waller Lambuth Lewis, a fellow student at Ole Miss,

who had been a fixture in her life since the age of 10 when he became close
friends with her brother, Edwin Jr. They began to date while at university
together. Following their marriage, they lived in Colonial Beach, Virginia where
Jim worked at the Dahlgren Naval Weapons Laboratory. Returning to Oxford,
Jim earned his doctorate in Physics. 

 After Oxford, Susan and family found their home in Tullahoma, TN where Jim
worked at AEDC and later the University of Tennessee Space Institute where
he was one of the founders of the Center for Laser Applications. Following a
period of living in Belfast, Northern Ireland they returned to Tullahoma, where
Susan was a member of the First Presbyterian Church, the Tullahoma
Women’s Club, the AEDC Women’s Club, served as a troop leader for the Girl
Scouts, was active in the South Jackson Civic Center as well as a multitude of
other school and community activities. She enjoyed travel abroad and
summering in Pawley’s Island, SC. 

 Attaining her Masters degree in English at Middle TN State University with a
4.0 GPA, Susan joined the English Department at Tullahoma High School
teaching Literature and Composition for 11 years. In 1992, she became a
professor of English at Motlow Community College, serving as an advisor and
editor of the college literary magazine, “The Distillery” and organized and
directed the Tennessee Teaching Shakespeare Festival. Susan was a
member and active participant in the Motlow Ladies Philanthropic Society,
National Philological Association, the Motlow Storyteller’s Conference, the
Modern Language Association and the National Council of Teachers of
English, among others. 

 She was a beloved mentor to her students, the kind of teacher who kept her
students interested and motivated. When she taught ballads, she brought her
guitar and sang them, because she said, “ballads were meant to be sung”. In
1993, Susan was awarded a Doctorate of Arts Fellowship at MTSU, and the
next year she completed the coursework requirements for the degree Doctor



of Arts, receiving the Frazier Writing Award and the Peck Award for
Outstanding Student for English Studies. 

 Throughout her professional life, Susan embraced the continued pursuit of
knowledge, presenting scholarly papers at numerous literary conferences
including the International Congress on Medieval Studies, the West Virginia
Shakespeare and Renaissance Conference and the annual Philological
Association conferences. In 1998 she served as a delegate and presenter at
the Conference of the International Society for the Study of European Ideals in
Haifa, Israel. Many of her papers were selected for publication. 

 After retiring from Motlow in 2011, Susan devoted her time to her family and
close friends and especially to her four grandchildren. In 2012, she became a
member of the P.E.O. Sisterhood, an international philanthropic educational
organization. She served as a chapter delegate to the Cottey College
scholarship committee, serving on various scholarship projects. 

 Susan’s greatest joy was her family: her husband of 58 years, Dr. James
Waller Lambuth Lewis, her three daughters – Lisa Lambuth Lewis, Amy
Susan Lewis (Hyams), and Megan Butler Lewis (Eidt) – her sons-in-law Brent
Hyams, and Michael Eidt and her adored grandchildren: Susannah Butler
Eidt, Harrison Lambuth Crawford Eidt, Lewis Butler Hyams, and Fentress
Lambuth Hyams. She also leaves a beloved sister, Marion Butler Harding, two
brothers-in-law, and nephews Thomas Butler Harding, South Lewis, Fletcher
Lewis, and two sisterly cousins Ella Lou Butler Cox and Judy Butler McCollum
and their families, as well as many other beloved family members. 

 She is preceded in death by her father Dr. Edwin M. Butler, her mother,
Redolia Davis Butler, and her brother Edwin M. Butler, Jr. 

 To honor her legacy, the Susan Butler Lewis Memorial Scholarship has been
established at Motlow College. You may donate online via PayPal through the
following link: http://www.mscc.edu/advancement or through the Motlow
Foundation Facebook page. After submitting, please designate the Susan
Lewis Scholarship in the Special Instructions section. You may also mail a



contribution to the Motlow College Foundation specifying the Susan Lewis
Scholarship to P. O. Box 8500, Dept. 160, Lynchburg, TN 37352-8500. 

 A memorial/celebration of life will be held at a future date and will be
announced in print and social media.
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Susan Butler Lewis

Kathy Bice - June 27, 2019 at 04:18 PM

Kathy Bice lit a candle in memory of Susan
Butler Lewis

Stacy Pross (Crosslin) - June 25, 2019 at 01:10 PM

Completely shocked!! I saw her in Walmart just a few weeks before
this. She always patted my face and asked about my family. I was
very lucky to have her as a great teacher in high school and then
later as a non traditional student at Motlow. One time she was
running a little late to class and called me to start class for her at
Motlow. She will be missed by so many people I know. One of the
best!!
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Niles Reddick - June 21, 2019 at 03:58 PM

Susan's loss devastated me and Michelle and the world is a sadder
place without Susan in it. Susan was perhaps one of the most
energetic people we have ever known (and I think the five spoonfuls
of sugar she put in a cup of coffee only added to her energy level).
She always listened, she always gave advice, but most importantly,
she always cared, always encouraged, always loved. Being a
faculty member and working with Susan for 13 years, I always could
call on her for anything and she was always positive. Michelle felt
like they were sisters, and since they were both KDs and both
involved in PEO, I suppose they were. Some of our best memories
of being in middle Tennessee were with Susan, like our trip to take
creative writing students to Natchez, MS, for a literary festival back
in the 1990s. She took us all over Natchez, gave us a tour that no
tour guide could have done. There was never a dull moment with
Susan, and she was even graceful when she was upset about
something. We love you, Susan, and send our love and prayers to
cover all the family.

Lisa Lewis - June 20, 2019 at 02:39 PM

1 file added to the album My Mother - Susan Lewis
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Lisa Lewis - June 20, 2019 at 02:36 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Kathy Bice - June 20, 2019 at 11:33 AM

Kathy Bice lit a candle in memory of Susan
Butler Lewis

Dot Siler - June 19, 2019 at 12:29 AM

She was truly a kind, lovely, intelligent lady with so much class. I
always enjoyed running into her while shopping. She would often
take time to chat with me. Our two children were fortunate enough
to have her as their teacher. 

 Her family were blessed through the years and I am sure the
memories will comfort them. Dot Siler

julie flath - June 18, 2019 at 12:34 AM

There are truly no words to say how very sorry and sad I am to hear
of her passing. She was by far one of the best and most beloved
teachers I ever had. She was awesome and I’m blessed to have
known her. My deepest sympathies and condolences to you all.



DC

TS

SS

Dr.Jessie Campbell - June 13, 2019 at 08:52 PM

May God bless and give comfort to this loving family who lost a
beautiful love one. I will miss the shopping chats at Kroger after
having a big hug. We worked together at Motlow 

 College about ten years before I retired. She was a very fine
person. 
Jessie Campbell

Tracy H Sugg - June 13, 2019 at 08:38 PM

I knew Susan through PEO. She was so much fun, vivacious and
kind, I loved her colorful wardrobe and sweet personality. She was
always so supportive of me and my art, and of the film career of my
daughter, Crimson Rose Sugg. Our prayers are with you all during
this time of sudden loss. May you feel a deep presence of Jesus as
you process this grief - which is a journey - not a moment. Susan
left a beautiful legacy of friendship and loyalty, we will miss her so
much. Our deepest condolences to your family. - Tracy H. Sugg

AC
Ann Chen - June 15, 2019 at 09:27 PM

Well said. Thanks for expressing your feelings for us.

LL
Lisa Lewis - June 20, 2019 at 03:31 PM

Thank you, Tracy.

Susan Schulz - June 13, 2019 at 01:48 PM

So profoundly sad for your loss. My sister in PEO and KD. Sending
love and condolences to all. Susan Schulz
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Lisa Lewis - June 20, 2019 at 03:31 PM

Thank you, Susan.


